Comparison of three intravenous bisphosphonates in cancer-associated hypercalcaemia.
Three intravenous bisphosphonates were compared in the treatment of cancer-associated hypercalcaemia. 48 patients were randomly allocated to one of three treatment groups (each with 16 subjects)--30 mg pamidronate or 600 mg clodronate, both as single intravenous infusions; or etidronate as three infusions of 7.5 mg/kg per day for three consecutive days. Patients were rehydrated with normal saline before bisphosphonate treatment. All three bisphosphonates lowered serum calcium by inhibiting bone resorption; pamidronate was the most potent in this respect. By comparison with the other groups, more patients in the pamidronate group became normocalcaemic, and the effect on serum calcium was apparent sooner and lasted longer.